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Today, Cheltenham Science Group re-opened their hands-on science centre 

- a favourite with families since 2017 – and unveiled a brand new exhibit. 

Cheltenham Science Group offers hands-on activities promoting critical thinking for all ages covering 
science, technology, engineering and maths. The science centre in Coronation Square enables 
families to investigate interactive exhibits together. Cheltenham Science Group hope that by 
engaging children with STEM at an early age, they’ll be encouraged to pursue a career in this area. 
This is particularly important due to the current shortage of skilled workers in these fields. 

2020 was set to break all their records with 1,000 visitors to their centre in the first two months of 
the year. Now that lockdown restrictions are easing, co-founders Dave and Kirsty Watson hope that 
the science centre will be able to build on these impressive numbers. Initially, they are continuing to 
ask visitors to pre-book sessions but are optimistic that families will have more flexibility by the 
summer holidays. 

 
Brand new exhibit: an infra-red camera shows the science centre hotting up this summer 

Thanks to £1000 of funding through the Tesco Bags of Help Community Grant Scheme, the science 
centre now has a brand new exhibit: an infrared camera. This uses a colour scale to show the 



temperature of different objects. It can be used to compare the efficiency of different devices and 
identify thermal conductors and insulators. 

Throughout half term, the centre will open with three slots a day: each slot accommodating three 
bubbles of up to five people. Activities include hands-on LEGO WeDo kits, coding ozobots and 
engineering marble runs plus the chance to explore the centre’s interactive exhibits including the 
infra-red camera, a vertical wind tunnel, an electronic microscope and morse code. Bubble tickets 
are free for annual family pass holders or cost £7.50 (+ 50p booking fee). 

Dave Watson, operations director, says, “It seems so long since I have heard the excited giggles of 
children watching the helicopters they have made spinning in the vertical wind tunnel or the squeals 
of delight from grown-ups when an ozobot robot follows the line they have drawn or the cogs 
whirring inside teenage brains as they try to solve one of my challenge questions.  I am looking 
forward to welcoming everyone back to the science centre!” 

After half term, the science centre will open for pre-booked sessions on selected Thursdays and 
Sundays. Dave is also looking forward to his first school visits for over a year. 

For information on sessions or to purchase an annual family pass to receive priority booking please 
visit: https://www.cheltenhamsciencegroup.co.uk/covid 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

For more information, contact Kirsty Watson 07852 361 527 e: cheltscigrp@gmail.com   

About Cheltenham Science Group 

Originally set up in 2016 as a not-for profit community-based company, CSG began its work with 
outreach programmes within Cheltenham Science Festival and The Wilson Art Gallery and Museum. 
It moved into its home in west Cheltenham the following April and has welcomed over 8,000 visitors 
at the centre since then.  

www.cheltenhamsciencegroup.co.uk 
twitter: @cheltscigrp 
www.facebook.com/Cheltenhamsciencegroup 

 


