
Visitors to Cheltenham Science Centre get their hands on two new, electrifying exhibits 

This weekend visitors to the new hands-on science in Coronation Square will be able to investigate 
sound and electricity thanks to two new exhibits. 

Thanks to funding from the Comino Foundation, Cheltenham Science Group (CSG) have 
commissioned some new permanent exhibits. The first two of these use parts salvaged from the 
exhibits that were donated by Nick Moffat, whose company Science World Ltd had operated 
FabLab in Poole Park in Poole for three years in the early 1990s. 

The Jacob’s ladder is a scientific demonstration that is often found in the laboratories of mad 
scientists in films, including the 1931 Frankenstein. However, the science is not sinister. The high 
voltage causes a build up of charge on the metal electrodes. You can see a spark when it 
discharges across the gap. This energy heats the air so that the warm air rises and pushes the 
spark up the electrodes until the separation is too great. 

Jacob’s Ladder exhibit before and after  
Left When the exhibit was rescued from a barn in Somerset after being in storage for 20 years 

Right Restored and working in the science centre 

As sci-fi film fans will tell you, you cannot hear sound in space and the second new exhibit 
demonstrates this. Sound is a longitudinal wave that needs particles to vibrate and pass on the 
energy. The radio in the box cannot be heard unless you put something on the top that can amplify 
the vibrations. 
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Bucket speaker Olivia (6) and George (4) Watson are using the plastic beaker to listen to the radio 

More exhibits are now being built. A vertical wind tunnel, magnetic marble run and a gears peg 
board will all be coming soon. 

Dave Watson, director, says, “It is a really exciting time for Cheltenham Science Centre. We are 
meeting different people all of the time and hope that these new exhibits and our Saturday morning 
drop-in STEM club [10:30-11:30 on 1st and 3rd Saturday of every month - included in admission] 
will continue to draw in new families.” 

As well as the science centre, Cheltenham Science Group continues to engage the public with 
STEM at community events. They will be at Gretton Family Science Day on Saturday 20th May 
and the Children’s Festival in Cheltenham Town Hall on Sunday 28th May. 

-ENDS- 
Contact information 
www.cheltenhamsciencegroup.co.uk 
https://www.facebook.com/Cheltenhamsciencegroup/ 
https://twitter.com/cheltscigrp 
or contact Kirsty or Dave Watson 01684 298 525 or 07725 003 443 

http://www.cheltenhamsciencegroup.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/Cheltenhamsciencegroup/
https://twitter.com/cheltscigrp


Notes to Editors 

About Cheltenham Science Group: 

Cheltenham Science Group is a community interest company that is inspiring a new generation to 
love science, technology, engineering and maths. Their science centre in Coronation Square 
opened in April. During term time, it is open every Saturday (10am-4pm) as well as Tuesday and 
Friday afternoons (2pm-5pm). During school holidays (including May half term (w/c 29th May)), the 
centre is open Tuesday-Saturday from 10am-4pm). 

Admission is £2 per person over the age of four. A family ticket (for up to 5 people) is £7.50. An 
annual family pass costs £20 for unlimited entry 12 months.
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About The Comino Foundation: 

The vision of the Comino Foundation is of a Britain in which people are equipped and motivated to 
live fulfilling and purposeful lives and therefore contribute to sustaining a prosperous and 
responsible society. 

The Comino Foundation is a registered UK charity, founded in 1971 by the engineer, inventor and 
industrialist Dimitri Comino OBE and his daughter Anna. Dimitri was convinced that more people 
could “solve problems and get results” if they understood the process of achievement. He was 
keen to develop that understanding throughout the UK education system and was committed to 
changing British attitudes to industry, particularly manufacturing. 

The Foundation looks for better ways of developing young people’s capabilities, their capacity and 
desire to make things happen – their zest and appetite to learn, to create, to change things for the 
better, for themselves and others. It encourages and supports innovative ventures designed to 
enable people to function effectively and to thrive. 

http://cominofoundation.org.uk 




