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Science Centre celebrates successful summer 
Having enabled over 600 local people to experience, investigate and enjoy hands-on science during the 
summer holidays, Cheltenham Science Group are having an End of Summer Celebration on Friday 1st 

September 2017. 

Cheltenham Science Group (CSG) has been engaging local families with science, technology, engineering 

and maths (STEM) since June 2015. As part of the regeneration of the shopping centre in the deprived 
Hester’s Way neighbourhood, CSG were given the keys to an empty retail unit in Coronation Square in 
January this year. They transformed the space into an interactive science centre and opened the doors to the 

public at Easter. They welcomed their 1000th visitor last Friday 25th August. 

During the summer holidays, the science centre has installed two new exhibits (a vertical wind tunnel and a 

gears wall) thanks to funding from the Comino Foundation and has partnered with local and national STEM 
organisations to host special events each week. Visitors have enjoyed learning about eyes and ears with 
Specsavers, gears with the Institute of Physics, fossils with Gloucestershire Geology Trust, the Sun with the 

Cotswold Astronomical Society, dinosaurs with Schoolasaurus, aeroplanes with the Jet Age Museum and 
ultraviolet radiation with the Royal Society of Chemistry.* 

Friday’s celebration is also acting as the official opening of the visitor attraction. Amanda Capon, will cut the 
ribbon on behalf of Spirax Sparco, whose £5,000 donation earlier this year helped with the refurbishment of 
the centre. Gavin Huxtable, Regional General Manager, Northern Europe at Spirax Sarco, said: “With so 

many engineering establishments across the UK reporting a skills shortage, we need to encourage the next 
generation to take up STEM subjects as early as possible. Community interest companies such as 
Cheltenham Science Group play a vital role in demonstrating how science, technology, engineering and 

maths can be applied to the real world in a way that is both engaging and informative. We are proud to be 
partnering with Cheltenham Science Group and look forward to working with the team.” 

The final session of the summer holidays will be from 10am-4pm on Saturday 2nd September. However, 
there is already lots planned for the autumn term; starting with another visit from the Institute of Physics on 
Saturday 9th September. 83 people came to the IOP’s Friday Fun session earlier in the summer so they are 

keen to return to provide drop-in activities from 10am-4pm. Throughout the term, the science centre will be 
open every Saturday (10am-4pm) and on Tuesday and Friday afternoons (2pm-5pm). The drop-in STEM 

club will also resume on the 1st and 3rd Saturday of the month (10:30am-11:30am). This is included in 
normal admission or free with an annual family pass. 

An annual family pass costs £20 and gives up to 5 people unlimited entry to the Science Centre for 12 
months. 33 families have bought one to date. In a recent consultation, all those who answered said that they 
thought the pass was excellent value for money and that they would both recommend and renew their pass. 

One respondent said, “The children never tire of visiting, it's our go-to place when we have a spare few hours 
as there's always something different to do.” 
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From October 2017,  you will be able to buy an annual family pass online. To make the gift more special, it 
will be put it in a greetings card with a handwritten message. On Monday 4th September, CSG are launching 
a competition to design the front of the card. Anyone under 16 can download an entry form from the website 

(www.cheltenhamsciencegroup.co.uk) or collect one from the science centre. Designs must be submitted by 
post or email before Friday 22nd September 2017. 

The winning design will be made into A6 greetings cards to be sent with each future sale. The artist will also 
win a “Science At Home” session for their class or club. This is a 1 hour workshop where parents and 
children work together on simple hands-on science experiments using household items and then take home 

further ideas to try.  

-ENDS- 

* Further information about the special events during the summer holidays can be found here: 
https://www.cheltenhamsciencegroup.co.uk/summerholidays 

Contact information 
www.cheltenhamsciencegroup.co.uk 
https://www.facebook.com/Cheltenhamsciencegroup/ 
https://twitter.com/cheltscigrp 
or contact Kirsty or Dave Watson 01684 298 525 (mobile) 07725 003 443 

Visitor Information 
Address: 68 Edinburgh Place, Cheltenham, GL51 7SE 
Opening times: 
school holidays: Tuesday - Saturday 10-4 
term time: Saturday 10-4, Tuesday & Friday 2-5 
Admission: 
FREE for children aged 0-4 
£2 per person over 4 
£7.50 for a family (up to 5 people) 
£20 annual family pass 
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